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By John H. Lamb

Just received the May 1985 issue of " American
Canals", and thought it was excellent. But then all the
issues are excellent. I noted with interest the item about
the proposal to make the Black- stone Canal a National
Heritage Corridor . I also know that such a Corridor is
po- posed for the Hennepin Canal in Illinois. I thought
therefore that you might be interested in the progress of
the first National Heritage Corridor, the IIIinois and
Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor .

The bill creating the Corridor along the I. and M. Canal,
and its longest feeder, the Calumet-Sag Feeder from
Blue Island established a linear corridor about 120 miles
in length. The legislation was signed into law by
President Reagan last August. At that time some
$260,000 was appropriated for the first year's activities
of the Corridor. It was not until May of this year that 18
Commissioners were appointed by the Secretary of the
In terior, plus his representative -the Mid- West Director
of the National Park Service. I was appointed to the
commission as was another local canal enthusiast, Mrs.
Constance Fetzer. The Commission held its first
meeting June 17 and 18, 1985 at Starved Rock State
Park (which is



173




