
7KH� URDULQJ� QRLVH� RI� KRUVHV� JURDQLQJ�� FRZV� PRRLQJ�

DQG� FKLFNHQV� FOXFNLQJ� DFFRPSDQLHG� E\� WKH� SXQJHQW

VPHOO� RI� PDQXUH�� +XJH� HPSW\� ILHOGV� RI� FRUQ� ZLWK� D

VPDOO�KRXVH�ORFDWHG�QHDUE\��$�KDQG�EXLOW�EULFN�KRPH

ZLWK� D� VPDOO� ZRRGHQ� GRRU� VXUURXQGHG� E\� FDFWL� ZLWK

EHDXWLIXO�UXVWLF�RXWGRRU�GHFRU��,Q�WKH�KRXVH�RI�$OIUHGR

/RSH]�� WKHUH� ZDV� DOZD\V� WKH� VDYRU\� VPHOO� RI� IUHVKO\

EDNHG� FRQFKDV� DQG� FRIIHH�� $OIUHGR� ZDV� IUHVK� RXW� RI

KLJK�VFKRRO��+LV�GDLO\�URXWLQH�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�ZDNLQJ�XS

DW���D�P�� WR� IHHG� WKH�DQLPDOV��PLONLQJ� WKH�FRZV�DW��

D�P��� KHDGLQJ� WR� VFKRRO�� UHWXUQLQJ� KRPH�� GRLQJ� KLV

FKRUHV�� DQG� SOD\LQJ� VRFFHU� ZLWK� KLV� YLOODJH� IULHQGV�

/LIH� LQ� 0H[LFR� DW� WKLV� WLPH� ZDV� GLIILFXOW�

8QHPSOR\PHQW� ZDV� DW� DQ� DOO�WLPH� KLJK� GXH� WR� WKH

HFRQRPLF�FULVLV�FDXVHG�E\�WKH�IDOOLQJ�SULFH�RI�RLO��0RVW

RI� KLV� ROGHU� EURWKHUV� DQG� VLVWHUV� ZHUH� LQ� WKH� 8QLWHG

6WDWHV� ZRUNLQJ� LQWHQVH� ODERU� MREV� WR� KHOS� VXSSRUW

WKHLU� SDUHQWV� LQ� 0H[LFR�� +H� FODLPHG� �,ފ ZDV� WLUHG� RI

VWUXJJOLQJ��,�ZDQWHG�WR�OLYH�K�RPH�WR�$PHULFD��KH�WRRN��+H�VWDWHGފ��,�VDZ�LW�DV�P\

WLFNHW� WR� IUHHGRP� DZD\� IURP� RSSUHVVLRQ� DQG

VWUXJJOHދ�� $OIUHGR� ZDV� VHW� RQ� OHDYLQJ� KLV� IDPLO\� DQG

KLV�KRPHWRZQ�RI�-RVHILQR�GH�$OOHQGH��-DOLVFR��0H[LFR�

7KH� ODQG� KH� ZDV� UDLVHG� RQ� KDV� D� GHHS�� ULFK� IDPLO\

KLVWRU\� WKDW� JRHV� EDFN� \HDUV�� ,W� ZDV� D� KHDUWIHOW

PRPHQW��DQG�LW�WRRN�$OIUHGR�D�ELW�WR�SRQGHU�LI�OHDYLQJ

WKH�RQO\�SODFH�KHއG�HYHU�NQRZQ�ZDV�WKH�ULJKW�GHFLVLRQ�

6LQFH�KLV�VLEOLQJV�KDG�DOUHDG\�PDGH�WKH�ELJ�PRYH�WR

$PHULFD��KH�IHOW�D�ELW�PRUH�FRPIRUWDEOH�OHDYLQJ�DV�KH

ZRXOGQއW� EH� FRPSOHWHO\� DORQH� LQ� D� QHZ� FRXQWU\�� +LV

SDUHQWV� ZHUH� VRUURZIXO� DERXW� KLP� OHDYLQJ�� EXW� WKH\

ZDQWHG� WKH� EHVW� IRU� KLP�� 7KH\� ZLVKHG� KLP� WKH� EHVW

DQG�WROG�KLPފ��,�EHWWHU�QRW�VHH�\RX�FRPH�EDFN��D�JRRG

OLIH� ZRQއW� EH� KDQGH@䔀H�758**/,1*��,
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“I BETTER NOT SEE
YOU COME BACK, A
GOOD LIFE WON’T BE
HANDED TO YOU”
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6KH�KDG�D�WRXJK�XSEULQJLQJ�EHLQJ�WKH�FKLOG�RI�DQ�DOFRKROLF�PRWKHU�DQG

DQ�DEVHQW�IDWKHU��+HU�PRWKHU�PDGH�SRRU�GHFLVLRQV�LQIOLFWLQJ�WUDXPD�RQ

KHU�FKLOGUHQ��FDXVLQJ�WKHP�WR�KDYH�WR�JURZ�XS�DW�D�\RXQJ�DJH��7KH\�KDG

WR�QDYLJDWH�WKH�ZRUOG��OHDUQ�OLIH�OHVVRQV��DQG�HQGXUH�WUDXPD�DOO�RQ�WKHLU

RZQ��6KH� OHDUQHG�D� ORW�RI�YDOXDEOH� OHVVRQV� OLNH�EHLQJ� LQGHSHQGHQW�DQG

QHYHU� JLYLQJ� XS�� ,W� ZDV� KHU� GUHDP� WR� EH� DEOH� WR� DIIRUG� D� JUDQG� KRXVH

ZLWK� D� EUDQG�QHZ� OX[XU\� FDU�� 1RW� KDYLQJ� DQ� DWWHQWLYH� DQG� SUHVHQW

PRWKHU�JDYH�ULVH�WR�/DYLQLD�FRPPLWWLQJ�D�SOHWKRUD�RI�PLVWDNHV�

�7KH�\HDU�ZDV�������WKH�\HDU�$OIUHGR�GHFLGHG�WR�PDNH�WKH�MRXUQH\�DFURVV

WKH�86�0H[LFR�ERUGHU��+H�ZDV�XQVXUH�LI�LW�ZDV�ZRUWK�WKH�ULVN�RI�FRPLQJ

WR� $PHULFD�� +RZHYHU�� KLV� IULHQGV� DQG� KLV� IDPLO\� ZKR� ZHUH� DOUHDG\� LQ

$PHULFD��KDG�FRQYLQFHG�KLP�LW�ZDV�IRU�WKH�EHVW��7KH�MRXUQH\�DFURVV�ZDV

GLIILFXOW��VWUHQXRXV��DQG�ODERULRXV��+H�KDG�EHJXQ�WKH�WULS�ZLWK�D�JURXS�RI

IULHQGV� ZKR� KDG� FRQQHFWLRQV� WR� KHOS� WKHP� FURVV�� +H� ZDV� GHWDLOLQJ� WKH
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� 7KLV� ZDV� LQVSLULQJ� IRU� KLP�� VHHLQJ� D� VWURQJ

LQGHSHQGHQW� ZRPDQ� ZDV� D� WRWDO� EOLQGVLGH� WR� KLP�

(VSHFLDOO\� EHLQJ� IURP� 0H[LFR� ZKHUH� WKH� ZRPDQ� LV

QHYHU� LQGHSHQGHQW� RU� D� SURYLGHU�� +H� MXPSHG� IURP

FDUSHWLQJ�� DQG� URRILQJ�� DQG� HYHQ� ZDV� D� FRRN� IRU� D

OLWWOH�ELW�DV�ZHOO��/DYLQLD�SXVKHG�KLP�WR�ILQG�D�EHWWHU�

SD\LQJ�MRE�WKDW�DOVR�WUHDWHG�KLP�EHWWHU��+H�HQGHG�XS

ILQGLQJ�D�MRE�ZKHUH�KH�ZRXOG�IRUJH�VWHHO�DQG�KDV�EHHQ

ZRUNLQJ� WKHUH� IRU� WKH� SDVW� WKLUW\� \HDUV�� $OIUHGR� ZDV

RSWLPLVWLF�DERXW�VWDUWLQJ� WKLV� MRE7ފ��KLV�ZDV� WKH� ILUVW

MRE� WKDW� ,� UHDOO\� VDZ� P\VHOI� EHFRPLQJ� VXFFHVVIXO� DW�

HYHU\WKLQJ�ZDV�JRLQJ�ZHOO�IRU�PH�KHUHދ��/DYLQLD�ZDV

UHDVVXULQJ� KLP� WKDW� WKLV� ZDV� JRLQJ� WR� EH� D� JRRG

GHFLVLRQ� IRU� WKH� ERWK� RI� WKHP�� �,ފ NHSW� WHOOLQJ� KLP� WR

MXVW�JR�DQG�VHH�KRZ�LW�LV��\RX�QHYHU�NQRZ�KRZ�LW�PLJKW

EH�� <RX� PLJKW� OLNH� LWދ�� VKH� SXVKHG� KLP� DQG� SXVKHG

KLP�DQG�LQ�WKH�HQG��LW�ZDV�ZRUWK�LW�DOO��7KH\�ZHQW�IURP

VWUXJJOLQJ� DQG� OLYLQJ� SD\FKHFN� WR� SD\FKHFN� WR� OLYLQJ

FRPIRUWDEO\�ZLWKRXW� WKH�ZRUU\�RI�H[SHQVHV��6KH�ZDV

DOVR� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� ZRUNLQJ� LQ� WKH� PHGLFDO� ILHOG� VR� WR

DFKLHYH�WKDW�VKH�ZHQW�WR�VFKRRO�WR�JHW�KHU�*('��$IWHU

WKLV�� VKH�HQUROOHG� LQ�D�FRPPXQLW\�FROOHJH�ZKHUH�VKH

HDUQHG� KHU� GHJUHH� LQ� PHGLFDO� DVVLVWLQJ�� $OIUHGR

KHOSHG�SD\�IRU�KHU�VFKRROLQJ�DV�ZHOO�DV�PDGH�VXUH�VKH

PDGH� LW� WR�FODVV�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�ZRUULHV��+H�KHOSHG�KHU

DV�EHVW�DV�KH�FRXOG�DV�KH�ZDQWHG�KHU�WR�EH�VXFFHVVIXO

DQG� DWWHPSW� WR� DPHQG� WKH� PLVWDNHV� VKH� PDGH� DV� D

\RXQJ�WURXEOHG�WHHQ��/DYLQLD�VWDWHGފ��,WއV�LPSRUWDQW�WR

XQGHUVWDQG� \RX� PDGH� D� PLVWDNH� DQG� OHDUQ� IURP� LWދ�

+H�XQGHUVWRRG�KHU� OLIH�DQG�XSEULQJLQJ�ZHUH�QRW� WKH

HDVLHVW�DQG�ZDQWHG�KHU�WR�DFKLHYH�WKH�JRDOV�WKDW�VKH

FRXOG�QRW�DFKLHYH��/DYLQLD�ZDV�JUDWHIXO�WKDW�KH�FDUHG

DQG�ZDQWHG�KHU�WR�EH�VXFFHVVIXO�WRR��7KH\�EXLOW�HDFK

RWKHU� XS� DQG� ZDQWHG� VXFFHVV� IRU� ERWK� RI� WKHP�

$OIUHGR� SUHIHUUHG� WR� EH� WKH� VROH� SURYLGHU� EXW� KH

GHFLGHG� WKDW� WKH� WUDGLWLRQDO� ZD\� RI� WKLQNLQJ� ZDV� QRW

DOZD\V� WKH� EHVW� ZD\� RI� WKLQNLQJ�� ,W� ZDV� GUDVWLFDOO\

GLIIHUHQW� IURP� KLV� WUDGLWLRQDO� ZD\� RI� WKLQNLQJ� DV� LQ

0H[LFR� LWއV� FRQVLGHUHG� WDERR� IRU� D� PRWKHU� WR� EH

ZRUNLQJ�� $OIUHGR� FODLPHG� �KHUH:ފ ,� FRPH� IURP� WKH

ZRPDQ� LV� QHYHU� VXSSRVHG� WR� EH� ZRUNLQJ�� VKH� LV

VXSSRVHG� WR� EH� WKH� RQH� ZKR� FOHDQV� WKH� KRXVH� DQG

WDNHV� FDUH� RI� WKH� FKLOGUHQ�� /LNH� KRZ� P\� SDUHQWV

ZHUHދ��

“SHE PUSHED HIM
AND PUSHED HIM
AND IN THE END, IT
WAS ALL WORTH
IT.”

“IT’S IMPORTANT
TO UNDERSTAND
YOU MADE A
MISTAKE AND
LEARN FROM IT”
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/DYLQLD�ZDV�RIIHQGHG�E\�WKLV�FRQYHQWLRQDO�ZD\�RI�OLIH�DV�VKH�WKRXJKW�LW�ZDV

GHJUDGLQJ� WR�KHU�EHFDXVH�VKH�ZDV�D�ZRPDQފ��-XVW�EHFDXVH� P�D�ZRPDQއ,

GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�,�FDQއW�ZRUN��D�ZRPDQ�FDQ�EH�VWURQJ�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�WRRދ�

VKH� H[FODLPHG� SULGHIXOO\�� &RPLQJ� IURP� D� GLIIHUHQW� FRXQWU\� ZLWK� D

FRPSOHWHO\�GLIIHUHQW�FXOWXUH�FDQ�EH�D�ELW�RI�D�VWUXJJOH�WR�DGMXVW�WR��/DYLQLD

VWUXJJOHG�WR�DGMXVW�WR�$OIUHGR
V�YLHZSRLQWV��EXW�VKH�JUHZ�WR�EH�SDWLHQW�DQG

XQGHUVWDQG�KLP��$OIUHGR�ZDV�VDWLVILHG�ZLWK�KLV�OLIH�DQG�FDUHHU��KH�ZDV�LQ�D

FRPIRUWDEOH�SRVLWLRQ��/DYLQLD�ZDV�QRW�VDWLVILHG�ZLWK�WKLV��VKH�ZDQWHG�KLP�WR

DGYDQFH�RQ�EHFDXVH�VKH�ZDV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�$OIUHGR�KDG�WKH

SRWHQWLDO��+H�ZDV�LQWHOOLJHQW�DQG�JRRG�DW�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�KLV�KDQGV��KH�ZDV

FDSDEOH� RI� EHLQJ� DEOH� WR� DGYDQFH� RQ�� ,Q� 0H[LFR�� PRVW� RI� WKH� WLPH� SHRSOH

VWD\�ZLWK�D�FRPIRUWDEOH� OLIHVW\OH�UDWKHU� WKDQ�DGYDQFH�� ,Q�$PHULFD��SHRSOH

SUHIHU�WR�FRQWLQXH�FOLPELQJ�WKH�UDQNV�WR�EHFRPH�EHWWHU��7KLV�ZDV�D�PDMRU

VKLIW�FRPSDUHG�WR�ZKDW�$OIUHGR�JUHZ�XS�ZLWK�LQ�0H[LFR��D�ORFDWLRQ�ZKHUH

SHRSOH�DUHQއW�IRFXVHG�RQ�PDWHULDOLVWLF�WKLQJV��&RPLQJ�IURP�D�VPDOO�YLOODJH

WR�D�ELJ�FLW\��WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�WKHLU�SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�VXFFHVV�DUH�HYLGHQW�

3HRSOH�LQ�FLWLHV�DUH�PRUH�PDWHULDOLVWLF�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKRVH�LQ�VPDOO�YLOODJHV

LQ�D�FRXQWU\�ZLWK�PDMRU�HFRQRPLF�LVVXHV��0RVW�SHRSOH�IURP�WKHVH�YLOODJHV

DUH�JUDWHIXO�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�HYHQ�LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�WR�DIIRUG�EDVLF�QHFHVVLWLHV�

7KLV� LV� WKH� VWRU\� RI� P\� SDUHQWV�� &RPLQJ� IURP� D� GLIIHUHQW� FRXQWU\� ZLWK

GLIIHUHQW� FXOWXUDO� EHOLHIV� WUXO\� KDV� D� PDMRU� HIIHFW� RQ� ZKDW� NLQG� RI� SHUVRQ

WKH\�DUH��+DYLQJ�D�GLIIHUHQW�XSEULQJLQJ�FDQ�DOVR�PHDQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�YLHZ�RQ

WKLQJV�LQ�OLIH��'LIIHUHQW�HPRWLRQDO��HFRQRPLF��RU�VRFLDO�OLIH�FDQ�DOO�GHSHQG�RQ

KRZ�D�SHUVRQ�JUHZ�XS��0\�IDWKHU
V�XSEULQJLQJ�ZDV�SRVLWLYH��ODERULRXV��DQG

WRXJK�� ,Q� WKH�0H[LFDQ�FXOWXUH�� WKH�PDQ�RI� WKH�KRXVH�PXVW�KDYH�D�VWURQJ

DQG�VWDEOH�MRE��$�JRRG�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKHLU�IDPLO\�LV�DOVR�LPSRUWDQW�WR�WKH

0H[LFDQ�FXOWXUH��+RZHYHU��LQ�$PHULFD��LW�LV�TXLWH�GLIIHUHQW��%DVHG�RQ�ZKDW

/DYLQLD� OHDUQHG� JURZLQJ� XS�� $PHULFDQV� SUHIHU� WR� DOZD\V� NHHS� DGYDQFLQJ
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He no longer was satisfied with the bare minimum,

instead, he began to want to advance as well. Her

view on success influenced my father's view on

success greatly. A piece of advice they believe in is

“Do not settle for the bare minimum, it is important to

keep making advancement and progress, or else you

won’t get much far in this life.” They both believe in

this statement. You must never doubt yourself

because everyone is capable of doing incredible

things in life. No one is ever not smart enough, not

rich enough, or not nice enough. As long as you push

yourself and you have confidence in yourself, you can


